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XVII. On the Ornithology of Hainan*. 
By Rogert Swinunog, F.Z.S. &e. 


(Plate 1X.) 


[Continued from p. 97. ] 


32. CucuLus i . 

I saw no true Cuckoo in Hainan, except on two occasions. 
On the 10th of March in Lingshuy lagoon (S.E. Hainan), out 
of a hedge enclosing some fields, I startled a rather large speci- 
men in the hepatic plumage. I followed it from tree to tree un- 
successfully. It uttered no note, and was probably only a 
straggling migrant. Again on the 21st of March, in Paklai 
Bay (W. Hainan), I saw a similar straggler. In such a difficult 


group as this it would be preposterous to offer a guess as to the 
species seen. 


33. PoLYPHASIA TENUIROSTRIS (Gray). 

In the first fortnight of February, I saw this little Cuckoo 
several times in the neighbourhood of Kiungchow city, and 
shot two males. On the 1st of March I procured a male in the 
barred-rufous or hepatic plumage. The bird had not yet com- 
menced laying, and was silent. The two typically-coloured males 
measured the same—wing 4&6, tail 5. The rufous bird— 
wing 4°375, tail +875. This is the same species that comes 
in summer to Amoy and its neighbourhood to breed. There 1 
have often obtained full-plumaged rufous birds of both sexes, 
and less frequently normal-plumaged specimens patched with 
barred-rufous. The latter I have also seen from Calcutta. 
Birds in this peculiar plumage, brighter and more intensified in 
the male, creep about the bushes in silence and appear to keep 
aloof from others. I have not known them sing or court the 
other sex, and I do not think they breed. They wear their 
rufous dress throughout the summer; and it strikes me that 
their inability to assume the mature coat is due to weakness 
or some sexual defect. i 

* In the first part of this paper (p. 95), Palæeornisjavanica (Osbeck) should 
give place to P. lathami, Finsch (Papageien, ii. p. 66). 
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34. EUDYNAMIS MALAYANA, Cab. & Heine. 

On Naochow island (2nd February) I saw a couple of Koels 
only, and did not shoot either. They seemed unsettled visitors. 
In all the cultivated parts of Hainan where bamboos grew and 
trees abounded, alike in town and country, in fact where Crows 
and Mynahs found a home among men, the Koel was abundant. 
In the jungles of the south they did not show themselves ; but 
on the undulating land of the west they were as common as in 
the north and east. They always appeared restless throughout 
February and March, chattering and flying in an agitated 
manner from trec to tree, uttering their dreadfully noisy notes 
from morning to night, and sometimes for the greater part of 
the night, especially when there was moonlight. My previous 
acquaintance with the Koel I have already described in ‘ The 
Ibis’ (1861, p. 46). It was in the city of Canton, in the 
beginning of May 1860, when this bird had arrived and was in 
full note and engaged in courting. Higher up the China coast 
I have only observed it as a rare and occasional straggler. On 
first meeting the bird at Hainan, I was naturally under the im- 
pression that it was on its passage to its breeding-quarters in 
the south of China; but I soon found that at this early time of 
year (February) each bird was in the height of amatory excite- 
ment. I then began to think that it was possible that the Koel, 
not being confined to any locality by the cares of nidification, was 
paying his gallant attentions to the fair of his species that he 
found on the northward journey, who followed as soon as they 
got some kind Crow or Mynah to adopt the “little stranger,” 
to continue the same game with fresh sweethearts in their 
summer home. But fortunately, bad as are the morals of the 
Cuckoo-group in their promiscuous love, I found my surmises 
as to this wholesale abandonment of their children was incorrect. 
For, judging by a comparison of their skins, the Hainan Koel is 
of a different race from the Koel that visits Canton ; and on re- 
flection I cannot help thinking that its loud call-note is not 
quite the same. 

The Canton Koel looks very much like the race that frequents 
Southern India and Ceylon, while the Haiman Koel, by its larger 
bill and larger wings, agrees with the Æ. malayana, Cab. & Heine, 
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of the Himalayas, Java, &c. (ef. Ibis, 1869, p. 340). Iwill 


here give a list of measurements of my birds, together with those 
of three Himalayan specimens received from Dr. Squire :— 
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Lord Walden showed me a male Koel from Java, which 
agrees with the Hainan bird; but a male specimen from 
Manilla, kindly lent me by Mr. Gould, has a shorter and deeper 
bill. The males of the Hainan and Canton Koels are similar in 
colour ; but my single Canton female is much brighter than the 
lainan ones. The plumage of female Koels, however, follows 
no constant rule: one of my four from Hainan has the throat 
and breast closely banded with black, the bars fusing into one 
another; the under parts much more narrowly waved with black 
than ordinarily ; the streaks on the head reduced almost to lines ; 
and the spots on the upper parts small and indistinct, with 
scarcely any green gloss on the brown ground-colour. Had this 
specimen been the only one procured, I should have felt no 
hesitation in considering the Hainan Koel a species quite 
distinct from the Canton bird. But as it is, we learn that the 
Hainan bird is a distinct larger-billed race, and is not the Koel 
that summers in Canton. The winter-quarters of the latter will 
probably lie more directly westward of Canton. I think we 
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may safely infer that the large-billed race resides permanently 
in Hainan, as I procured a fledged young one early in February, 
which was being tendered by its fosterparents (Acridotheres 
philippensis) , which were feeding it; but from the higher branches 
of the same tree, I put out and shot a female Koel: whether she 
was in any way connected with the young bird it is impossible 
to say. The egg that produced so old a chick must have been 
laid in the beginning of January. The fledgling was not in the 
normally immature or female plumage, but in the white-spotted 
black dress which I had hitherto taken to be the halfway to ma- 
turity of the male, having before received a similarly coloured 
full-grown specimen from Swatow. An examination of males 
with immature feathers about them shows that as a rule they, 
in the young state, resemble the female, and moult at once into 
the black plumage. What, then, means this melanoid plumage 
that some young males begin life with ? 

The full-grown melanoid bird from Swatow has the upper 
parts and breast deep bronzed-black, with many white spots on 
the forehead, and a few on the back of the neck and on the 
back, and broad white tips to the scapulars, coverts, and quills ; 
tail with numerous rufescent bars towards the tip of the rectrices ; 
rump and tail-coverts browner, with many rufescent bars; 
belly and under wing less bronzed, with abundant bars of 
white. 

The Hainan fledgling is blacker still than the Swatow bird, 
with only a few light yellowish-brown spots on the scapulars 
and wings, and a very few spots and bars on the under parts. 
The bills of both are blackish, that of the Swatow bird light 
on the under mandible. 

That both the large-billed race of Hainan and the smaller- 
billed bird of South China should have this occasional mela- 
noid plumage in the young male shows a close consanguinity 
between the two, and confirms me in my belicf that they can- 
not be regarded as more than races of the same species. From 
Lord Walden’s paper above cited, we learn that the oldest name 
for the South-China Koel is Æ. maculatus (Gmel.) = E. chinensis, 
Cab. & Heine. 

In the ‘ Kiung-shan-Heen Che,’ the Koel is called the Koo-g@, 
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or “wicked mother-in-law.” “Big as a Magpie,” it says; 
“colour pute black, eye crimson as blood. It is named after 
the sound of its voice, which is extremely mournful. Loo-hwang 
has the following couplet :— 
“<The sage that hears the Koo-go’s voice, 
Must expect his wife’s spirits to fail.’ 

“ Imitate its notes, and it will sing with increased energy. 
It lays in the Magpie’s nest, and leaves the Magpie to hatch 
and rear the young.” 


35. ZANCLOSTOMUS TRISTIS (Lesson). 

On the afternoon of the 18th of February, at Shuy-wei-sze 
(Central Hainan), while walking up a lane to a village, I noticed 
some Magpics teasing a long-tailed bird in an overhanging 
banyan-tree. It uttered no cry, but flew quietly to a hedge, 
where I shot it. It was a female of this species, with dark eyes 
and pink-red skin round them. It agrees with a fine male 
skin I have from India, but is smaller in size, as one might 
expect in a female, and has a somewhat smaller bill. 

Hainan 9. Wing 5875 ; tail 12°75. 
India g. ,, G4; p 16°75. 

On the jungly hills of Lingshuy (S.E. Hainan) and Nychow 
(S. Hainan), I saw them on several occasions skipping up from 
the tangled brush on to the more open branches of the higher 
trees, and whisking about their long tails like the Urocisse. I 
shot one or two; but it was mere waste of life, as I did not 
succeed in recovering the birds. In the more open country 
near Nychow city, while riding with the General’s Aide-de- 
camp to visit a hot spring, we put up a beauty, with a tail fully 
as long as in the Indian male. It flew silently along the hedge, 
and then, slipping into it, threaded its way to the other side and 
thence escaped. 


36. CENTROPUS RUFIPENNIS (Illiger). 

Called in Hainan the Mo-kee or “ Fire-fowl,”’ a name usually 
applied in China to the domestic Turkey. Among the bamboo- 
copses and gardens around Kiungchow-foo, and all other towns 
in Hainan, the Crow-Pheasant was abundant, and one could 
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never go for a walk without both hearing and seeing it. I have 
three adults, and one in immature plumage, from the neigh- 
bourhood of the capital city, and an adult male from the south. 
They measure :— 


S. Hainan.. adult g. Wing 7°75; tail 10-25. 
» S mo Ome; ies: 
: vo Raya eE 5, 11s. 

N. Hainan Oo me. 675, 5, 1225. 


immature , 8S ; ,, 10 


The adult specimens are dull-coloured, and lack, on the 
breast especially, the fine deep bluish-purple of the continental 
bird; but this colour is not constant in my series from different 
parts, and appears to fade, and often to change to bronze. My 
immature bird is in the second stage of plumage, which I have 
not seen before in this species. 

Head and hind neck deep dusky olive-brown, the stems of 
most of the feathers being pale yellowish-brown. Wings and 
upper back chestnut, washed on the tertials and tips of the 
quills with brown; two or three of the secondaries banded with 
blackish-brown. Lower back, tail-coverts, and two middle ree- 
trices deep greenish-brown, barred with dull yellowish-brown, 
the others deep brownish-green, with only a few indistinct: bars 
near their bases. Throat and breast light yellowish-brown mot- 
tled with brown, the feathers having whitish stems. Belly and 
flanks dusky blackish, barred closely and obscurely with light 
dingy yellowish-brown. 

This second plumage the bird does not, according to Dr. Jer- 
don (B. Ind. i. p. 349), always acquire on its progress to maturity, 
sometimes jumping from the first to the adult form. C. rufipennis 
has not fallen much under my observation. But C. viridis, 
which has been the prevailing species at places where I have 
been mostly stationed, I think I can state with certainty, as a 
rule, undergoes the three changes. 


37. CENTROPUS VIRIDIS (Scop.). 

In the outskirts of the jangle at Lingshuy (S.E. Hainan) I 
saw several of this small Crow-Pheasant, and on West Island (S. 
Hainan) I obtained a specimen. It was in the second phase 
of plumage. 
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38. Aituorpyca CHRISTINÆ, Swinh., Ann. & Mag. N. H. 
4th ser. iv. p. 436: Walden, supra, p. 36, PI. I. fig. 

On the 18th of February, at Shuy-wei-sze (Central Hainan), 
I fired at a dark-looking Sun-bird, moving rapidly about the 
twigs of a tree, and picked up this lovely species. The same 
place rewarded me on my return visit with a second specimen. 
I only saw it once again; and that was on the 23rd of February, 
near Lingmun, my furthest point among the mountains of the 
interior. We were away over the hills on a visit to a Le tribe, 
who were cultivating a few small patches of ground by a stream 
on a hill-slope. Their dirty huts were few in number, gathered 
together on a terrace about a majestic wild fig-tree. In rear 
and by the side of the huts were a few bushes and smaller trees. 
On an exposed branch of one of the latter, a little Æthopyga 
stood forth, and, contrary to the usual saying that birds of 
beauty have no voice, delivered a charming little short song, 
which it repeated at intervals. I sought in vain for the female. 
I did not meet with the species again in Hainan. 

I repeat with some alterations my description of the male: 
—Crown of the head and back of the neck deep purplish black, 
with dark green and coppery reflections. Sides of the face and 
neck and the back the same, without reflections. Throat and 
breast rich maroon-red, the former flanked along the maville 
with a line of dark roundish feathers shot with steel-blue, 
green, and purple. Scapulars rich brownish-olive, the same 
colour tinging the black of the back, and becoming greener as 
it broadly edges the wing-coverts and secondary quills. Feathers 
of the wing hair-brown, the primaries only slightly edged with 
olive. Rump canary-yellow. Upper tail-coverts, two central 
tail-feathers, and outer edge (more or less) of all but the outer 
feather glossy metallic dark green; underpart of central rec- 
trices, and the main portions of all the others black, the three 
outer ones being tipped with white, increasing in extent to the 
outer feather. Below the maroon, the breast is crossed by a band 
of olive-green, fading into the dingy yellowish-white of the under- 
parts. Awillaries white, with a primrose wash; inner edges to 
quills creamy-white. Tail of twelve graduated feathers, the two 
middle ones with elongated tips. Bill blackish brown, paler on the 
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lower mandible. Iris dark brown. Legs liver-brown. Tongue 
with a brush at its tip. 

Length about 4:25; wing 2; tail 2, including the protracted 
tips, which measure ‘4; bill from forehead °625, well curved and 
somewhat thick. 

Dr. Jerdon, in speaking of the family (B. Ind. i. p. 350), says 
that the tongue has no brush at the tip. I have entered it as 
above in my note-book, from a fresh example. 

39. ARACHNECHTHRA RHIZOPHORZ, Swinh., Ann. & Mag. 
N. H. 4th ser. iv. p. 486; Walden, supra, p. 25. 

Lord Walden, who was so kind as to compare my specimens 
of this bird and the last with his fine series of Nectarinie, 
wrote to me that this “closely resembles A. flammaxillaris from 
Tenasserim, but differs by possessing a metallic frontal patch”; 
and I described it in similar words in the ‘Annals.’ I have 
since compared mine with a specimen in Mr. Gould’s collection ; 
and though I can discover no other material difference, I will 
here give a further account of it, that the species may be recog- 
nizable to those who have not the good fortune to possess the 
A. flammazillaris. 

Male.—Forehead to top of crown, before and below the eyes, 
throat, and breast black, with steel reflections of purple, blue, 
and green; the feathers of a rounded form. Below the pectoral 
patch follows a band of fine maroon, and below again a broader 
one of olive-black. Belly sulphur-yellow, washed on the flanks 
with olive, and yielding to primrose-yellow on the vent. On 
the sides of the breast, in front of the carpal joint of the wing, 
occurs a tuft of fine yellow feathers with a touch of flame- 
colour. Axillaries white tinged with yellow, under edges to quills 
nearly white. Upper parts and wings dull light brown, tinged 
on the former with olive-green, and faintly edged on the quills 
with the same ; the quills light hair-brown, the coverts and ter- 
tiaries being edged with pale brown. Rump washed with 
brighter olive-green. Tail of twelve broad feathers, slightly 
graduated, brownish-black, the three outer ones with a white tip, 
increasing in extent to the outer feather, where it occupies also 
half the outer margin. Bill black. [rides blackish-brown. 
Legs and claws deep leaden-grey. 

N.S.—VOL. VI. S 
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Length about +; wing 2; tail 1-417; bill -625, bending 
downwards from its middle. 

Female. 
head the same colour as the back; throat and breast ochreous- 
yellow, blending with the sulphur of the belly; vent and sides 
dingy yellowish; carpal joint of a more decided primrose- 
yellow. The wing is of the same length, but the tail slightly 
shorter. 


Wanting the dark markings of the male. Forc- 


A young male is similar to the female, but has a streak of 
netallic-tinted black down the middle of the throat. 

About the capital city in the north-west I did not meet 
this lively little bird; nor in my journcy into the interior did I 
see it, until I got to Shuy-wei-sze, where it was quite a com- 
mon species among the trees round villages. Its cail-note 
somewhat recalled to mind the “ toweet” of Reguloides superci- 
liosus, but is louder and sharper. As it hovers and frolics over 
a bush, it utters a rapid succession of these notes; but its voice 
often runs off into quite a cheerful little song. In the midst of its 
activity, it often stops suddenly and begins to preen itself, twit- 
tering gaily all the while. On the banks of the Chinlan river 
(N.E. Hainan), on the 7th of March, we found it in abun- 
dance among the mangrove-marshes, flitting from bush to bush 
and alighting on the topmost twigs. One of my comrades shot 
one with a charge of No. 1 shot. The specimen was little 
injured, one pellet only having pierced through the neck. It 
was difficult to decide what shot to use to do the least damage 
to the plumage. I usually fired with a mimimuin charge of 
small shot; but this would often knock the bird to pieces, and 
larger shot scattered so much that it resulted in not hitting at 
all. The edge of the jungle at Lingshuy and Yu-lin-kan (S. 
Hainan) yielded plenty of these birds, and we found them also 
plentiful on West Island, picking the insects off the large red 
flowers of the tall leafless Bombax malabaricum. At Tuntow 
on the borders of the Kangén and Changhwa districts, 
at Ilaosuy, and at Hungpe (all in W. Haman) we noticed 
them again in tolerable numbers, and from all the places noted 
we got specimens. I have thus a good serics: and not one 
shows an extension of the frontal metallic black ; and as the last 
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specimen was shot on the 30th of March, there is no reason to 
suppose that the summer dress would appear otherwise, all the 
birds having the lateral yellow breast-tufts well developed. 

In a former ‘Ibis’ (1865, p. 30), Mr. Blyth stated that the 
Derby Museum contained a specimen of his A. flammazillaris, 
labelled “ from China, very rare.” I thought that possibly that 
specimen might be from the west coast of China, and might 
turn out to be our species. I therefore wrote to Mr. T. J. 
Moore, Curator of that Museum, to make inquiries. Mr. Moore 
very obligingly sent me the following reply :—“ Our specimen 
of Nectarinia flammaxillaris, Blyth (still bearing Blyth’s own 
determination in pencil on two labels attached), is certainly 
labelled ‘from China, very rare’; but it was obtained by Lord 
Derby from ‘Mr. T. M. Williams, June 1847,’ and not from Mr, 
Fortune. Williams, I believe, was a London dealer, from whom 
Lord Derby made frequent purchases ; but I am not aware that 
any birds from Fortune (of which we have many) were obtained 
otherwise than directly. . . . The bird shows no trace of 
a dark metallic forehead, but is there of the same tint as the rest 
of the upper plumage; the dark blue metallic tint of the throat 
and chin comes fully up to the eye, and thence to the beak, but 
not further.” 

This shows satisfactorily that the bird in the Derby Muscum 
is not our A. rhizophore, but the true A. flammazillaris, Blyth ; 
whether from China or not is uncertain, and I do not think it 
safe to admit 4. flammazillaris into the China list until we have 
better proof of its existence within Chinese limits. 


40. Dicxum crRUENTATUM (Linn.). 

Before I left Amoy, I ascertained that this pretty little 
Flower-pecker occurred not uncommonly in the hill-ranges, 
seventy miles or so from that port. In Hainan it was every- 
where a common species among bamboos or trees. The males, 
with their gaudy scarlet backs, are fond of showing themselves 
on the conspicuous points of trees, fluttering, and uttering re- 
peatedly their loud “ tie-tic” notes. The females are attracted, 
and reply with a “tweet,” but seldom leave the cover of the 
leaves. The bird has the straight fluttering flight of a Spar- 

s2 
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row. Lord Walden writes with reference to a male and female 
from Iainan I sent him to compare :—“ Your Diceum cru- 
entatum belongs to the Malacca race, I think, although it does 
exhibit traces of green inidescence on the wings. The wing is 
longer by °1875 in. than what I find in six specimens, one being 
from Malacca, one from Tippera, and four from Moulmein. 
The female closely resembles the females from Moulmein.” 


41. Dic#UM MINULLUM, sp. n. 

This plain-coloured Flower-pecker I met with at Yu-lin-kan 
(S. Hainan). It was searching the tops of the bushes for 
insects, in company with several of the last species. I took 
it for a female of D. cruentatum until I got it into my 
hand, and found it lacked the crimson rump. The specimen 
procured is a male, and is even smaller than D. minimum, Tic- 
kell (Jerdon, B. Ind. i. p. 375). 

Male.—Length about 2°75; wing 1°67; tail '867, even; 
tarsus ‘416; bill, from forebead, °375. 

Upper parts olive-green, brownish on head, back, and seapu- 
lars, yellowish on the rump. Coronal feathers with deep brown 
centres, giving a spotted appearance to the top of the head. 
Wing-feathers hair-brown, edged with olive-green, broadly on 
the coverts and tertials, and less so on the quills. Tail hair- 
brown, tipped with brownish-white. Throat and belly dusky 
yellowish, clearer and nearly primrose on the vent. Flanks 
greyish-olive. Axillaries and carpal edge white, with just a 
tinge of primrose. Bill deep brown, light bluish-grey on lower 
mandible at base. Indes dark brown. Legs and claws leaden 
colour. 


42. HIRUNDO GUTTURALIS, Scop.’ 

From the day of our arrival at Hainan, onwards, the Swal- 
low that summers in Canton and up the China coast was fre- 
quently seen. Some of them would seem to pass the winter in 
the island. We saw them at all points of the coast visited. 
Strangely enough, we met with no other species. 


43. LANIUS SCHACH, Linn. 
The common Butcher-bird, as usual in South China. Hainan 
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skins agree with some from Amoy. g. Wing 4°2; tail 5°25. 
ering 39 ; tail 5. 

44, Lanius ruscatus, Less.; Walden, Ibis, 1868, p. 69; 
L. melanthes, Swinhoe, Ibis, 1867, p. 405. 

I met this smoke-coloured Shrike on two occasions in cen- 
tral Hainan. Like the former, it was solitary, and perched on 
tops of trees and bushes and other conspicuous places. The 
first specimen procured is like the one I obtained near Amoy 
(Ibis, 1867, l. c.), but wants the chocolate vent—it being there of 
the same tint as the belly, and thus the last trace of its connexion 
in colour with L. schach is lost. 

The second Hainan specimen is dusky rufescent on the sea- 
pulars, lower back, and flanks, and almost chocolate-colour on the 
upper tail-coverts, tibial flanks, and vent. In this, then, there is 
apparently a slight reversion to L. schach. I was at first led to 
think that this was a cross between the two; but I am now 
rather inclined to believe that L. fuscatus is a recent and unfixed 
derivation of L. schach, and still bears a tendency to revert. 
The fact of the bird having been found at Amoy, Hongkong, 
and Hainan shows that though its origin may be comparatively 
recent, it has endured long enough to spread itself over 
some hundreds of miles of country; for even if we take it 
as a melanoid form, we can scarcely fancy this particular mela- 
nism being produced at different places such distances apart, 
g. Wing 4; tail 5:25. 9. Wing 4; tail 4°875. 


45. ? LANIUS LUCIONENSIS, Scop. 

The first red-tailed Shrike I saw was on the 20th of March, 
at Tuntow (W. Hainan), where there were several about the 
bushes, uttering the long chattering note of L. lucionensis. I 
met a few again on the 2nd of April at Hoihow (port of the 
capital). They seemed to be fresh arrivals. As I unfortunately 
did not procure a specimen, I assign it to this species with doubt. 
The birds I saw seemed browner than the grey-headed form 
which visits Amoy in such numbers in spring and autumn. 


46. 'TEPHRODORNIS PELVICA (Hodgs.). 
I was much pleased to sec, for the first time, this tropical 
form of Shrike. It occurred in central Hainan, keeping to the 
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lower branches of trees, from which it frequently dropped to 
the ground. I procured two males and a female. The male 
Hainan bird has the grey of the head and hind neck clearer, 
and the brown of the back, wing, and tail lighter than is usual in 
Indian specimens ; but the two birds otherwise agree. The 
female has the head the same colour as the back. Her cye-streak 
is brown and indistinct, except on the ear-coverts. Her bill is 
lighter-coloured, and pale at the base of the lower mandible. 
3 & $. Wing 4'5; tail 3°125. 


47, GRAUCALUS REX-PINETI, Swinhoe, Ibis, 1868, p. 41. 

At Tai-ping-sze (Central Hainan) I came across a party of 
large Caterpillar-catchers in an open glade in the forest. They 
flew with the sweeping flight of a Fly-catcher from tree to tree, 
perching on the thick branches. Some I noticed had very black 
faces and under necks, like the Formosan bird. Unfortunately, 
however, I only succeeded in shooting a couple of immature 
birds. These I can match from my Formosan series; but they 
have rather larger bills, with the tomia of the upper mandible 
near the base more bulging, and bending over the tomia of the 
lower. This character also occurs in some of the Formosan birds, 
but not to such an extent. My Hainan examples measure :— 
wing 6°625; tail 5°5, of twelve feathers, narrowed towards 
their ends and graduated. There is a mounted specimen in the 
gallery of the British Museum, which has quite as black a face and 
breast as the finest of my Formosans. It is simply marked 
“India.” Tt seems to be identical with the Formosan form ; 
and from this occurring in Hainan I should infer that it possi- 
bly extends to the Tenasserim. In Lord Walden’s collection 
there are also some black-faced Indians. The true G. macei 
(Less.), from India, would appear to have only a trace of black 
on the cheeks in its adult state. I have an adult from Hindos- 
tan, sent me by Mr. Blyth, which has no marks of immaturity 
on its under parts, and yet has but a faint tinge of black before 
and in rear of the eyes. In G. rex-pineti, both sexes acquire 
the black, but the female has it to a less extent. 


48, VoLVOCIVORA SATURATA, Sp. n. 
This is a smaller, shorter-winged, and darker species than 
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the Indian bird, which visits South China in summer, V. lugu- 
bris (Sundev.), V. melaschistos of my former lists (cf. Hartl. 
J. f. O. 1865, p. 161). I have one male and three females 
from Hainan. ` 

Adult male——Upper and under parts deep cinereous-grey, 
mixed with a little brown on the latter; the under tail-coverts 
yellowish-grey, the longer feathers thereof being tipped with 
white. Wing deep bronzed-black, the lesser and greater coverts 
margined with grey, the winglet and quills with light yellowish- 
grey. Tail bronzed-black, with two outer rectrices broadly 
tipped with white, the others less so. Bill and legs black. Iris 
deep brown. Length about 8; wing r+; tail 4°23 bill from 
forehead ‘65; tarsus °78. 

Adult female.—General colour lighter, and not so cinercous 
as in the male. Back and scapulars strongly tinged with brown, 
as also are the breast and flanks. Wings and tail browner, but 
having the green gloss. Wing-coverts and tertials edged with 
grey, primaries edged with white for the greater part of their 
length. Outer feather of the tail ‘9 shorter than the middle ; 
outer quill of the wing 1°65 shorter than the longest. 

The younger females have the axillarics and ventral feathers 
edged with white, and the vent and subcaudals waved obscurely 
with black. 

The adult female has a conspicuous white wing-patch on the 
inner webs of the central primaries ; another female, younger, 
or with some abdominal cross-marks, lias only a few white 
freckles on the edges of the inner webs; a third, younger still, 
has no white at all. The adult male shows a defined edge of 
white specks (cf. P. Z. S. 1863, p. 282). 


V. saturata, Hainan 9. .... wing 45 .... tail 4:2 
‘i 7 Oise y SO „ t4 
V. lugubris, Canton g. .... „ £8 » £3 
m DO R aa a N a ay 


That this Caterpillar-catcher is a resident in Hainan 1 should 
infer from its bemg found there in February. I frequently 
came across it in various parts of the country. It was stealthy 
in its habits, seeking the cover of umbrageous trees and bushes, 
and in its flight and actions much resembled the Polyphasia. 
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It does not often seck high trees, and is not fearful of approach. 
This is a curious instance of a distinct rac being found re- 
sident in Hainan, while the ordinary bird of India passes by to 
summer in the south of China. 


49, PERICROCOTUS CINEREUS, Lafresnaye. 

On our return voyage I found this species, together with 
other migrants, in an orchard at Naochow, on the 5th April. 
I procured a male. 


50. PERICROCOTUS CANTONENSIS, Swinh., Ibis, 1861, p. 42. 

Several of this were scen with the last at Naochow, and two 
females shot. I presume they were on their passage north- 
wards. Neither species turned up at Hainan, but one might 
expect them to touch on the western coast of that island, as 
some of the Fly-catchers have been found to do. 


51. PERICROCOTUS FRATERCULUS, sp. n. 

This brightly coloured Minivet is a resident m Hainan, and 
found in all the woody parts of the island. It is a diminutive 
of P. speciosus (Lath.), but is much smaller, with smaller and 
less-hooked bill. The males of the two races do not ap- 
pear to differ in colour; but the female of the lesser bird is 
much brighter-coloured, with the front band bright yellow. 
The typical P. speciosus I have got several times from the inner 
mountains of the Fokien Province’; and as my dozen specimens 
from Hainan agree with one another in size and colour, I think 
it as well to separate the smaller race from the well-known 
Indian species. Mr. Gould has the Hainan species from Siam 
and the Khasia hills. It measures about 8 inches; wing 3°8; 
tail 3°8. 


Du Halde, in his ‘ Description de la Chine,’ published in 1735 
(i. p. 230), gives a short account of Iainan, mentioning, among 
other ornithological productions of the island, “ some little birds 
of the size of a ‘ fauvette, which are of the finest red that can 
be seen, and others whose plumage is of a golden-yellow, which 
has much brilliancy. These two species of bird, although dif- 
ferent, are always found together.” 


52. Dicrurus Macrocercus (Vieillot). 
In all the cultivated parts of Hainan, and in the clearings at 
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the edge of the jungle, even in the south of the island, the 
black Drongo was abundant. It is one of the accompaniments 
of cultivation, like the Sparrow, the Yellow Wagtails, and so forth 
among birds, and the castor oil, the plaintain-weed, and others 
among plants. I have brought away a pair :— 


g.... wing 5'875 tail 6125 
DL T ee „ 5625. 


In the former the outer rectrices continue up towards the tip ; 
in the latter they are flat. 


58. Bucuanea LEUCOGENYS, Walden, Ann. & Mag. N. H. 
4th ser. v. p. 219: Dicrurus leucopheus, Swinhoe, P. Z. S. 1863, 
p. 285, et alibi (nec Vieillot). 

The White-cheeked Grey Drongo was not rare among the 
fine woods of Central Hainan. It was generally met in partics 
of three or four. It has a loud defiant song, which it utters 
while perched on the top of high boughs of trees or tall bam- 
boos. This is the same species that passes up the China coast 
to summer. I formerly applied the name /eucopheus to mark 
this bird ; but Lord Walden has lately proved that D. leucopheus, 
Vieill., is the same as D. cineraceus (Horsf.) of Java, over which 
designation it takes precedence. 

My single male specimen from Hainan measures :—wing 
5625 ; tail 5'125 ; tip of middle to tip of outer rectrix ‘25. 


54. Bucuanea movunortti, Walden, Ann. & Mag. N. H. 4th ser. 
v. p. 220. 

This is a race of Ashy Drongos closely allied to D. cineraceus 
(Horsf.) of Java, with which it requires close comparison 
before discrimination is possible. Lord Walden has founded the 
species under the above name on a specimen from Cambodia, 
procured by Mouhot, compared with which my Hainan speci- 
mens are somewhat larger, and a specimen I have from Tenas- 
serim, sent by Mr. Blyth, smaller. I have two males and one 
female from Hainan, measuring :— 


g.. wing 59 tail 6:25 tip of middle to tip of outer rectrix 2 
6) a S9 5, ©373 . 1:875 
F.. n 562 6 ” j 1:875 
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while the Tenasserim bird, sex unknown, measures—wing 5°38, 
tail 5°625, with outer rectrix exceeding the middle by 17. 
This, by the appearance of its tail, I should take to be a male. 
Mr. Blyth has labelled it D. longicaudatus. 

The Ashy Drongo, with which I have never met in other 
parts of China, occurred in north-western Hainan, near the 
capital city, and more frequently in central Hainan, about Tai- 
ping-sze and Shuy-wei-sze. It is a bird of solitary habits, sit- 
ting on high exposed places, and of a quarrelsome disposition. 
1 watched one that made repeated flights from an adjommg 
wood to attack a B. leucogenys that, with his mate, had taken 
possession of a line of trees. The White-cheek was sercnading 
his mate, when the Grey bird attacked him, and drove him off 
his perch, When the latter was gone, the former resumed his 
position and his occupation. The attack was renewed again and 
again, until the wife came to the front, and the united forces 
vanquished the foe and made him retreat to his proper limits. 
The notes of the Ashy Drongo are quite distinct from those of 
the White-cheeked and of the Black species. 


55. BucHANGA INNEXA, sp. n. 

Intermediate in size and colour between the two last is the Grey 
Drongo of north-east Hainan. The banks of the Chinlan river 
in the Wenchang District are lined with mangroves and dark 
forests of cocoa-1ut trees. Among the latter this species was 
the chief bird, occurring in small parties, and in habits resem- 
bling B. leucogenys. I shot a pair, and saw by the pale face- 
mark and the yellowish crimson iris, that they were of a distinet 
form: the iris of B. leucogenys is crimson, that of B. mouhoti 
blackish crimson. ‘This is just such a bird as one would expect 
from a cross between the two species above mentioned. The 
feathers edging the eyelids in front of the eye and the base of the 
car-coverts are dusky whitish; the downy feathers of the abdomen 
pure white, the vent greyish-white. On the crown of the head the 
feathers are small and rounded, as in B. mouhoti, whereas the 
wings and tail are coloured as m £. leucogenys, but darker, and 
the tail is more deeply cleft. The remaining upper and under 
parts are quite intermediate in tint. 
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g .. wing 5°75 = tail 5-75  tipof middle to tip of outer rectrix 1'625. 
2, Koto 5, 626 7 5 14. 


56. Artamus Fuscus (Vieillot). 

In a partly cleared enclosure, by the side of jungle, at Yu- 
lin-kan bay (S. Hainan), I noticed a pair of these birds sitting 
dove-like together in the fork of a tree. I fired at them; one 
fell; the other flew off, but turning in a half-circle perched on 
a neighbouring tree, whence it dropped dead. Their irides were 
light reddish-brown. I never met with the species again iu 
Hainan. I have compared mine with examples from India, and 
do not observe any difference between them. 


57. Myiacra azurea (Bodd.). 
Often met with in bamboo clumps about villages. 


58. BUTALIS CINEREOALBA (Temm. & Schleg.). 
Occurred in the gardens about Kiungehow-foo in February. 
Is a winter visitor at Amoy. 


59. BUTALIS FERRUGINEA (Hodgs.). 

I procured it on the 29th of March at Haosuy, and on the 30th 
at Hungpe, both places on the western coast of Hainan. It 
passes up the China coast in summer. 


60. CYANOPTILA CYANOMELENA (Temm. & Schleg.). 

Males of this species appeared in numbers at Haosuy on the 
29th of March ; and in Naochow island on the 5th of April I 
saw them again. I presume they were on their journey north- 
wards. I obtained three males at the former place. 


61. ERYTHROSTERNA LEUCURA (Gmelin). 

On the 19th of February, on the road near Tai-ping-sze (Cen- 
tral Hainan), I shot one of this species in the winter plumage. 
It visits Amoy during the cold season. 


62. ERYTHROSTERNA MUGIMAKI (Temm. & Schleg.). 

On the d5th of April, on Naochow island, I shot a specimen of 
this little Fly-catcher in its winter dress, with green back and 
light red throat and breast. 


63. XANTHOPYGIA NARCISSINA (Temm. & Schleg.). 
This also occurred at the same date and place as the last. I 
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saw several, and procured a male, in a transitional stage of 
plumage, and a female. 


64. PETROCINCLA MANILLA (Bodd.). 

On the houses of the capital city in February, and on the 
rocks about Lingshuy (S.E. Hainan) on the 11th of March, 
and at Haosuy (W. Hainan) on the 29th March, I repeatedly 
noticed this Rock-Thrush. I have a male from Lingshuy and 
a male and female from Haosuy. The males have the rusty 
chestnut of the under parts well developed, save on the tibie 
and flanks, which are deep greyish-blue like the back and 
breast. 


65. ? GEocicHLA CITRINA (Lath.). 

Returning from Shuy-wei-sze (Central Hainan) I put up an 
orange-backed Thrush in a wood. I was unsuccessful in my 
attempt to get the bird. 


66. Turpus carpis, Temm. & Schleg. 

Karly in February I saw this Thrush about the gardens at 
Kiungchow-foo, and on the 20th at Tai-ping-sze (Central Hainan) 
I bagged a fine male in full adult black and white plumage. 


67. TURDUS MANDARINUS, Gould. 

The Chinese Blackbird was seen, but rarely, at Kiungchow 
city, and about the villages of north-west Haman. I met it 
also occasionally in central Haman. It was extremely shy and 
difficult to approach, and I regret to say 1 did not procure a 
specimen. 


68. TURDUS curysotaus, Temm. & Schleg. 
On the 6th of March, up the Chinlan river (N.E. Hainan), 


we found a small party of these Thrushes in a wood. 


69. GARRULAX MONACHUS, sp. n. 

Forchead, round the eye, ear-coverts, throat, and upper breast 
deep black ; crown and nape deep bluish-grey, with a line of 
small pointed white feathers between the grey of the crown 
and the frontal black, Remaining body- plumage olive-brown, 
brightly rufeseent on the hind neck, sides of neck, lower 
neck and under parts. Inner tips of wing-feathers deep hair- 
brown, the primaries being edged outwardly with greyish-olive, 
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yielding to greyish-white towards their tips. Tail olive-brown, 
faintly barred with blackish-brown, with the stem of each fea- 
ther the same colour, which also broadly tips and margins each, 
increasing on the lateral feathers towards the outer one, which 
is entircly blackish-brown. Bill blackish-brown ; legs and toes 
brown, with lighter claws. 

Length about 10in.; wing 4125 (5th and 6th quills the 
longest, Ist to 4th much graduated) ; tail 4°5, of 10 broad gra- 
duated feathers, the outer one being °75 shorter than the 
centrals. 

On the 10th of February, on my journey inland, as I was 
being carried in my chair over a grassy hill sprinkled with 
bushes, a Babbling-Thrush flew across the path. It was of a 
colour so distinct from any thing I knew, that I at once jumped 
out and gave chase. I found several of them muttering to 
themselves in the thorny bushes, occasionally showing out of the 
leaves, and taking a furtive glance at me. The notes they ut- 
tered were in a broken murmur, like the dreamy cry you hear 
from barn-door poultry when a hawk flies over. I shot two; 
one was only hit in the foot, but it was so frightened that it 
allowed me to put my cap over it. The irides of the first bird 
were dingy-black tinged with pink. The other bird had the iris 
of one eye white, with a pink-chestnut ring round it; its other 
eye was asin the first bird. Further inland the species was com- 
mon; and it occurred both in the jungles of the South, and in 
the screw-pine (Pandanus) hedges of the West. Its call-note 
is loud, and the babblings varied and not unmusical. In some 
the irides are red-chestnut. The captain of the port of the 
capital city, who showed great taste in the painting and deco- 
rating of his official residence, had several species hanging up in 
well-made and painted cages in the covered entrance to his 
reception-hall. Among other feathered favourites, he had one 
of this species, and, to match it, on the opposite side he had a 
G. chinensis (Scop.). I asked him where this last came from ; 
and he informed me, from the Prefecture of Kaochow, whence 
it is carried by the West River to Canton, and that he had got 
his from a junk. It is a common bird in the Hongkong and 
Canton bird-shops, together with G. perspicillatus, G. sannio, 
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and Leucodiopterum sinense. At the fishing-town of Hoitow 
(W. Hainan) G. monachus was exposed alive in cages, for sale, 
as well as some other Hainan novelties. I bought a pair of 
them, but they did not live long. 


70. LEUCODIOPTERUM SINENSE (Linn.). 

I was much surprised to find our well-beloved “ Hwamez,” 
also a native of Hainan. It occurred to me on the bush- 
patched hills of the interior, at the place where I first met the 
last. My specimens agree with those I have from Foochow and 
Amoy. The irides of the Hainan birds were yellow. 


71. PoMATORHINUS NIGROSTELLATUS, Sp. N. 

Allied to P. stridulus of Southern China, but larger, with 
stouter bill and legs, at once distinguishable from it by the 
black instead of chestnut spots on the breast. 

Upper parts rufescent, olive-brown. A white eyebrow ex- 
tends from nostril to occiput, succeeded by a broad black line, 
which passes under the eye to over the car-coverts ; imme- 
diately in rear of this rises a bright chestnut mark, running in- 
distinctly over the hind neck. Throat pure white. Breast 
white, with oblong drops of black, the feathers being in reality 
black fringed with white. Below the breast and sides of belly 
fine chestnut-red, mixed with dark olive; tibial feathers and 
vent dingy olive-brown. Wing-feathers light hair-brown, 
broadly margined with rufescent olive-brown. The fully 
moulted tail-feathers narrow at their tips, light hair-brown, 
faintly barred with deeper hue, all margined exteriorly with 
brownish-olive near their bases, the two centrals for the greater 
part of their length. Axillaries reddish-white. Quills under- 
neath with their inner edges whitish, washed with pale salmon- 
colour. Bill pale-yellow, brownish-black on the basal half of the 
culmen. Legs and feet leaden-grey. Irides yellowish. 

5&9, length about 7:375; wing 3; tail 3-4, of 10 feathers. 

In two out of the three specimens the tail is worn at the tips, 
presenting broad obtusely ended feathers. The female is not so 
rufescent as the male on the upper parts, and wants the red on 
the hind neck. In one there is more white on the belly, and 
the red of the flanks is turned into spots by the feathers being 
fringed with white. 
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Among the hedges and copses of central Hainan I several times 
came across small parties of this bird, babbling to themselves as 
they crept through the twigs and leaves. They were not so 
bold in habits as P. musicus of Formosa; and I did not see 
them throw their tails up, as is done by P. stridulus of South 
China. The freshly moulted tail so altered the appearance of 
the bird that I thought at first that there were two species ; but 
on shooting both I discovered what led to the mistake. The 
Ilainan bird is smaller than P. musicus, and has its nearest 


ally in P. stridulus. 


72. H YPSIPETES PERNIGER, sp.n. (Plate IX. fig. 2.) 

General colour deep black, the feathers broadly gle sùr on 
their margins, reflecting an obscure tint of deep ereyish-green : 
quills and tail without the gloss. Bill and legs coral-red ; claws 
brown. Irides deep chestnut. 

Length about 9; wing 4°9; tail +5, of 12 broad feathers. 

When Mr. Gould was about to describe the Hypsipetes from 
Formosa (cf. Ibis, 1863, p. 287), I called his attention to its 
dark colour as compared with the Indian species; and he pro- 
posed for it the title of H. nigerrimus, remarking at the same 
time that a blacker bird was sure to turn up some day. Sure 
enough, here it is! On the 10th of February, as I was return- 
ing from the small Roman-Catholic station at Lingshanshe, dis- 
tant ten miles from Kiung-chow-foo, to my quarters in that city, 
I looked into a bamboo-copse and saw above me one of this 
species. It was sitting quietly among the leaves and warbling 
to itself. T got the bird, and was delighted to see, by the absence 
of grey from its wings and tail, that I had got the prophesied 
species. In form it is most nearly allicd to the Formosan bird ; 
but its notes differ from those of that species. I found it abun- 
dant in central Hainan, and also in the jungles of the south. 
It goes about in parties, often of a considerable number, and 
keeps much to the tops of trees. Some of the gunboat people 
bought a couple of them alive at Hoitow (W. Hainan) ; but they 
soon pined to death. 


73. HemĮmxus castaxonotus,'sp.n. (Plate IX. fig. 1). 
Allied te H. flavala, Hodgs. (Jerd., B. Ind. ii. p. 80), of Ne- 
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pal and Bootan, having a similar form, with lanceolate coronal 
feathers and longish Ixine bill, but differing greatly from it 
in coloration. 

Crown black, tinged with reddish-brown, strongly on the 
forehead. Sides of facc and all upper parts, including sea- 
pulars, light brownish-chestnut. Throat pure white, breast 
and flanks brownish-grey ; belly and vent creamy-white ; axilla- 
ries and inner edges of quills the same, the former tinged with 
primrose-yellow. Wings and tail hair-brown ; the secondaries 
and their coverts margined with greenish-yellow, and a few of 
the primaries lightly edged with same, rectrices more faintly 
swargined for the greater part of their lengths with the same. 
‘The‘mmedjare tail-coverts are of the same hue as the tail. Bill 
black. Irides blood-chestnut. Legs and claws brown. 

Length about 8°25; wing 4°125 ; tail 4, of 12 feathers. 

At Tai-ping-sze (Central Hainan) I detected this new Bulbul 
among the tops of the high trecs of the forest. It was some- 
what scarce, occurring two or three together, and crying in 
short notes to one another as they went along. Near Lingmun, 
further up the mountains, our party halted by a stream to 
recover ourselves from the heat and toil of climbing. A tall 
fig-tree stood near; and to the top of this flew a Bulbul, and 
kept repeating what I presume was its song. It might be sylla- 
bled “ to-to te-wee.” I shot it, and found it to be this species. 
Its habits confirm the idea conveyed by its form, that it should 
find a place between Hypsipetes and typical Trus. 


74, CRINIGER PALLIDUS, Sp. n. 

Similar in form to C. flaveolus (Gould) of the Himalayas (Jerd., 
B. Ind. ii. p. 82), and possessing like markings on the throat 
and sides of face; but the Indian bird is much yellower on the 
back, and has the lower parts rich yellow. 

Region of the eye and cheeks blackish-grey tinged with 
olive. Long acuminate feathers of the crest dull reddish-olive. 
Upper parts dull olive, rufescent on the wings, rump and tail, 
which are similar in colour to the erest. Hidden, or inner, 
parts of wing-feathers hair-brown. Throat greyish-white. Un- 
der parts dull olive, with centre of belly dingy primrose, more 
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buff-coloured on the tibiæ and vent. Carpal edge of wing 
primrose. Anxillaries yellowish, and under edges of quills 
whitish, both with a wash of light salmon-colour. Bill blackish, 
pale on the lower mandible. Legs and toes light yellowish- 
brown. 

Length about 8:5 ; wing 4125; tail 4-125, of 12 slightly gra- 
duated feathers. 

I often saw parties of this species in the woods of Tai-ping-sze 
(Central Hainan). They went about the underwood calling to 
each other in low soft notes. The iris of one shot there I have 
noted as “light umber-brown.” Near Lingmun, further in- 
land, they resorted in some numbers to a big tree under which 
I sat sketching ; and here I jotted down the iris as “ greyish- 
brown, with a paler circle round the pupil.” Among the jungles 
of Yu-lin-kan (S. Hainan) they occurred again. 


75. Ixus HAINANUS, sp. n. 

On landing at Naochow island the first bird we saw was a 
green Bulbul, and I noticed at once that it wanted the occipital 
white to its black crown. Bulbuls were common at Naochow, 
and we shot several, but I sought in vain for a “ White-bonnet;” 
they were all black-capped. Throughout Hainan it was the 
same, always the “ Black-cap,” but, so far as I could see, with 
precisely the same notes and habits as the ordinary Chinese 
“ White-bonnet.”” The description of the Chinese bird J. si- 
nensis, before given by me (Ibis, 18638, p. 65), will do equally 
well for this bird, except as regards the head. The Hainan 
bird has no occipital white, the whole crown to the nape being 
black. Its bill also is stouter. Irides deep brown. 

Length about 7 in. ; wing 3°5; tail 3°3. 

On leaving Hainan the gunboat crossed the strait and an- 
chored in a bight of the lowlands of the Luichow peninsula. 
Here we found on a hedge the “ Black-cap” and the “ White- 
bonnet” sitting side by side. Naochow island is 40 miles 
from Hainan, and only 5 from the Luichow peninsula; and 
the “ Black-cap” alone occurred there. Hainan is 15 miles 
from the peninsula; and the “ Black-cap” alone occurred there. 
Surely it could not be that J. sinensis feared to cross so narrow 
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a sea! Certainly not! for, midway between Naochow and 
Hongkong, we found it on the island of Hoe-ling, and it 
occurs in all the islands off the south coast of China and abun- 
dantly in Formosa, which is 80 miles from the nearest pomt 
on the China coast. The exclusive occurrence of the “ Black- 
cap” at Naochow might suggest a remote connexion of that 
island with Hainan while the southern portion of the peninsula 
was under water. Under the circumstance of its occurring also 
in the peninsula, I do not consider it at all necessary to fly to 
geological transformations to account for its existence in the 
small island. It strikes me that the facts are more easily ex- 
plained by imagining an early colonization of Hainan by a few 
wanderers of J. sinensis, which in their isolation lost their occi- 
pital character and, as the Chinese opened and cultivated the 
country, so increased and multiplied that their surplus folk were 
compelled to invade the Luichow peninsula, and extend their 
range to Naochow island ; for be it remarked that this type of 
Ixus is a bird that affects cultivation and the neighbourhood of 
men, and the Chinese commenced settling in Hainan some cen- 
turies B.C., as their records show. The southward irruption of 
the unchanged J. sinensis we must in such case allow to be quite 
recent ; or, from their powers of reproduction, they would soon 
have formed in sufficient numbers to invade the new territory, 
since the conditions of life must be very much the same on either 
side of the narrow channels. At Luichow they may possibly 
interbreed, but I saw no hybrids. 

One other supposition occurs to me, which may be the right 
one to explain the facts,—that the typical J. sinensis was the 
original occupier of the whole neighbourhood, including the 
peninsula and the small and large island, and that it is now 
being superseded by the later-formed race, which being pro- 
duced in the locality, and especially adapted to its circum- 
stances, multiplies and extends, while the original stock is de- 
caying. 

The Chinese writers of some centuries back call the Hainan 
Ixus by the same name as the Chinese race; and one author 
gives a joke which annoyed a celebrated old gentleman with a 
bald head. The latter was sitting with some friends in an 
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arbour, when a Bulbul flew over. One of the friends asked 
what bird it was, and another replied, ‘* ‘The white-polled 
Grandsire,” as J. sinensis is named by the Chinese literati. The 
friends laughed ; but the old gentleman did not like it*. Some 
might accept this little story as evidence that in those days the 
true “ White-bonnet” prevailed in Hainan. But, judging from 
their works on natural history, I do not think the Chinese 
students would be careful enough to notice the small but im- 
portant difference that distinguishes the Hainan from the Chi- 
nese bird. They would bring their traditions about the “ White- 
poll” from China, and apply them to the representative bird 
they found in Hainan. At all events, the present natives of 
Hainan still call the black-capped race by the old term “ White- 
poll.” 


76, PHYLLORNIS LAZULINA, sp. N. 

This is so close to P. hardwickii (Jard. & Selby), of the South- 
eastern Himalayas (Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 100), that I almost hesi- 
tate in assigning it specific rank. It mainly differs from its 
Indian ally in having the head greyish-green and in the blue 
of its shoulder being of another hue. 

Male. Upper parts fine grass-green, washed with orange- 
yellow on the hind-neck. Wings and tail deep violet-purple ; 
the former with a shoulder-bar of rich cobalt blue, and with 
the visible portions of the tertials, secondaries, and their co- 
verts green like the back, the primaries being tipped with a 
fainter hue of the same. Tail with the two middle feathers in- 
wardly edged for the greater part of their length with fine deep 
green ; outwardly nearer their bases. Lore, space under the eye, 
throat, and breast black, washed with deep purple ; moustache- 


* The whole story is thus given in the ‘ Avung-shan-Heen Gazetteer ’:— 
“ Choo Kokih was in the reception-hall of Lord Woo, when this* bird 
flew past. Lord Woo asked what bird it was. Choo replied, ‘The 
White-polled Grandsire.. Chang Chao, an old gentleman also present, 
suspecting that Choo was joking at his expense, said, ‘I have never 
heard of a bird called White-polled Grandsire. Perhaps you know 
another called White-polled Grandmother! Choo at once rejoined, 
‘No! but you must know the Parrots Mamma [Cockatoo]. Would 
you like to have also a Parrot’s Papa?’ Poor Chang was perplexed, 
and the rest of the company amused.” 

tee 
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streak purplish cobalt-blue. Under parts rich orange-saffron, 
marked with green on the sides of the belly. Carpal joint 
edged with cobalt-blue. Wings and tail light hair-brown un- 
derneath. Bill deep brownish-black. Irides deep brown. Legs 
and toes leaden grey. 

Length about 7 inches; wing 37 ; tail 3, of 12 feathers. 

Female. General colour green, greyish on the head, and 
tinged with yellow on the under parts. Her moustachie-feathers 
are tipped with purplish-cobalt. Her tail is green, with brown 
stems to the feathers, and the inner or concealed halves of her 
wing-feathers are hair-brown. 

Wing 3°5; tail 2°8. 

On returning to Tai-ping-sze (Central Hainan) from the inner 
mountains, I was watching for birds by the side of a cottage 
ensconced in a wood, when suddenly I heard a long loud chat- 
ter which was quite new to me. I turned in the direction of 
the noise, and saw what seemed to be a squirrel. On staring 
more fixedly I made it out to be a bird hanging head down- 
wards on a creeping plant that entwined a tree, and reaching 
after insects on its flowers. I trembled with excitement when 
I picked up a fine male of this very lovely species. I did not 
see it again till we reached Yu-lin-kan (S. Hainan). Here, 
among the jungles, while we were refreshing ourselves by a 
stream, to which our savage guide (before mentioned) had led 
us, three or four of these birds appeared in the trees overhead, 
uttering loud mellow notes. I scrambled about through the 
tangles, and succeeded in getting a pair. 


Š [To be continued. ] 


XVIII. On Existing Remains of the Gare-fowl (Alca impennis). ~~ 


By ALFRED NEWTON. 


In consequence of a notice in ‘The Ibis’ (1868, p. 342) of 
the list of remains of Alca impennis, published by M. Vietor 
Fatio in the ‘ Bulletin de la Société Ornithologique Suisse (11. 
pt. 1, pp. 80-85), that gentleman has asked me to furnish him 
with such further information as I can supply on the subject. 
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